Proposal for a National Soil of the United States
Picture a bald eagle (Haliaeetus /eueoepha/us), our national bird, soaring over the Great Plains in the year 1492 when Columbus reached North America. Imagine a herd of four million buffalo (Bison bison), below the magnificient bird, slowly moving north with the spring, as they graze buffalograss (Buehloe daelyloides) and other native prairie grasses mixed with flowering plants. This native, lush pasture grew in rich black soils of the Plains (Fig. 1) .
One of the productive soils of the Great Plains in this century, 500 yr later, classified as is the Harney silt loam (fine montmorillonitic, mesic Typic Argiustoll), famous in Oklahoma, Kansas, and Nebraska for its high yields of wheat (Triticum aestivum L.) and sorghum [Sorghum bieolor (L.) Moench] (Fig. 2) .
